
 

Abstract 
 

Diaspora means voluntary or forceful migration from one’s native country to a foreign country for 

the purpose of residence. In the diaspora, members of the immigrant community share collective 

ethnic consciousness and maintain strong bondages with their native land. Diaspora generates 

some existential issues for immigrants such as feelings of displacement, cultural conflict, identity 

confusion, etc. Of course, the immigrants have the option whether to give up the language, 

culture, and traditions of their native land or continue cherishing them in the settled land.   

The present research studies The Namesake and The Lowland written by Jhumpa Lahiri and The 

Mistress of Spices and Queen of Dreams written by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni in the lights of 

theory and attributes of diaspora. The research has focused on various diasporic dilemmas 

experienced by the characters in all four novels and the resolutions sought by them are also 

probed into. 

The primary results of the research indicate that in the works of both the writers there are Indian 

roots and American life. The characters struggle to ascertain their roots by cherishing cultural 

heritage and glorifying the past. The issues of alienation, memory and nostalgia, identity crises, 

and generation gaps have been addressed substantially in all four novels. Moreover, Jhumpa 

Lahiri focuses on the quest for individual identity and Chitra Banerjee addresses issues of racism.  

This Ph.D. thesis will be helpful to society by conveying authors’ messages of the significance of 

cultural multiplicity and the value of an individual’s emancipation on alien land. Such messages 

will surely spread wisdom and also benefit the diaspora aspirants. 
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